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1DECL  ARATIONl 

OF  THE 

^LOKVS  and  CO  MMO  Js/S$& 

OF  E 

PARLIAMENT  * 

*g     Aflembled  at  OXFORD  according  to  jSJ 
His  Majesties  Proclamation,  ^ 


^Concerning  their  Endeavours  fince^ 

they  came  thither  for  the  Pe  ace  of  the  ^ 

Kingdom,  and  the  Reafons  enforcing  their  ^ 
abfence  trom  Weftminftcr* 


CHARLES  R. 

S       Vr  expreffc  Pleafure  is,T  hat  this  Declaration  of  the  Lords  g*g 

V-y  and  Commons  of  Parliament  aflembled  at  Oxfird,be  read 

by  the  Parfon,  Vicar  or  Curate,  in  every  Church  and  Chappell 

wifhin  Our  Kingdom  of  #*£/Wand  Dominion  of  Walts.  ^ 

^JfS  March,  ip.  1 643. 

_  _ 

Printed  by  His  M  a  j  e  snis  Command,atthc 
defire  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Parliament 
A[fembled  4fOxFORD3 

By  Leonard  Lichfield,  Printer 
to  the  Fniverfity,  1  643. 
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V 


THE 

DECLARATION 

Of  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Par- 
liament Aflembled  atOxFORD  according 

to  His  M  a  j  e  s  t  i  e  s  Proclamation, concern- 
ing their  Endeavours  fince  they  came  thither 
for  the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom,  and  the 
Reafons  enforcing  their  ah  fence 
from  Weftminfter. 

EE  the  Lords  and  Com. 
mons  of  Parliament,  being 
upon  juft  and  important  lea- 
foas  abfent  from  theCky  of 
Wtflminfter  5  vvhithcr  .wee 
were  Lcgaliy  calfcd  or  fent 
by  the  Power  and  Authority 
of  His  Majcfties  Writ,  when 
He  fummoncd  His  Parlk- 
ment.  And  being  by  His  gratious  Proclamation  of  the 
22<*  day  of  December,  Convened  at  Oxferdymih  full  Li- 
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berty  to  prefent  our  humble  advice  to  His  MijeftV,  (or 
theprcfervationof  the  Religion,  Lawes,  and  Safety  of 
the  Kingdom,  Thought  it  moft  agreeable  to  our  Duty  to 
God,ourzealeand  tendernefle  of  His  Majefties  honour 
andfafety,and  our  Affection  &  Compaflion  of  the  blee- 
ding condition  of  our  miferable  Country,  to  ufe  ourut- 
moft  and  earlieft  endeavours,  to  prevem  the  efifafion  of 
more  Chriftian  Englifh  Blood ,  &to doferhofe  wounds, 
through  which  this  Kingdom  is  in  danger3in  a  fhort  time, 
to  languid  even  todefolation.  And  finding  the  ill  fuc- 
ceffe  which  had  atterxied  all  the  Overtures  of  Treaty  jnd 
Accommodation  made  by  His  Majefty^His"  Mr. jetties 
iBoft  gratious  Meflage  from  N0tttrjgham,bdr.g  with  fo 
much  contempt  rejected,  which  being  fent  by  Members 
of  both  Houfes,thofe  Meffengers  were  not  fuffered  to  de- 
liver it,  as  Members,  or  to  fit  in  the  Houfc  whil'ftthe 
fame  was  debated,  contrary  to  the  Priviledge  of  Parlia- 
ment- and  that  tothe  two  laftMeffages,  lent"  by  him,  cf 
the  twelfth  of  Afrill,  and  nineteenth  of  CMay,  (ir>bo:h 
which  are  moft  gratious  cxprefftons  of  His  Princely  and 
paffionatc  inclinations^  Peace,  as  mayappeare  by  thofe 
Meflages  herewith  again  reprinted,)  there  hath  not  been 
theleaftanfwer  returnedtoHiS  Mijefty:  but  onthecon- 
M  Au-xsncc:  trary  His  Meflenger  imprifoned.and  to  this  d^y  detained; 
Hampden.    ancj  an  Qrder  that  on  pain  of  Death  none  ftvould  prefume 
to  come  thither  from  His  Majefty5upon  what  bufinefle 
,  foevcr,  without  leave  from  the  the  Earle  of  Effex-,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  which  Order,  though  the  fame  palled  only  the 
iivT«oa.    Commons,  a  fworne  Meflenger  of  His  Majefties  hath 
been  barbaroufly  put  to  death,  for  carrying  a  Legall 
Writ  to  Leaden ;  We  thought  any  addrefle  for  Peace 
would  moft  fucceffefully  pafte  through  His  handstand 
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that  when  wc  had  confidered  how  unhappily  he  had 
been  made  art  Inftrumentof  fo  much  blood  and  devalua- 
tion, he  would  with  great  cheerfulneffe  haveinterpofed 
inabufineffe  of  reconciliation,  and  at  leaft  have  met  us 
halfe  way  in  fobleffed  a  Workc.  and  therefore  with  His 
Majeftics  leave  (which  He  moft  readily  and  gratioufly 
gave  us,  and  for  which  we  doubt  not  He  (hall  receive 
the  Thanks  and  Prayers  of  all  His  good  Subje&s)  we  di- 
tc£t  a  Letter  to  that  purpofetohim,  figaed  under  our 
hands.  Whofoever  reads  that  Letter  (and  we  hope  it 
will  be  read  by  all  men  J  will  beare  uswitnefle  (and  it 
will  be  a  Witneffe  againfl  thofe  who  have  rejected  it,) 
that  we  have  done  our  parts.  Inftead  of  vouchfafing  us  a- 
ny  Anfwer,or  propofingus  any  other  way  towards 
Peace,  ( if  that  which  we  Propofed  was  not  thought  con- 
venientj  he  writes  afhort  Letter  to  the  Earle  of  Forth, 
General!  of  His  Majefties  Army,  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  ours,  but  faying,that  it  neither  having  addreffeto 
the  two  Houfesof  Parliament^  nor  therein  there  being  any 
acknowledgement  of  them yhe  could  not  communicate  it  to 
them>y  Whereas  the  addrefTe  was  in  the  way  prefcribed, 
(prefcribed  under  pain  of  Death  no  addrefle  being  allow- 
ed,  as  aforefaid,  but  by  the  Earle  of  Effexj  and  he  being 
defired  to  represent  to,  and  promovc  with  thofe  by  whom 
he  istrufted,  our  moft  fincere  and  earned  defire  of  a  Trea- 
ty i  fo  that  if  there  had  been  the  leaft  inclination  to,  or  en. 
during;  of  an  Overture  of  Peace,  he  might  have  as  eafily 
communicated  it  to  all  thofe  by  whom  he  is  intruded,  as 
ton  Committee,  by  whofe  Advice  ('tis  well  known) 
his  Arnwer  was  lent,  and  with  it3  and  as  part  of  it,  a  Paper 
entitled,  The  Declaration  of  the  Kingdom  ofScotland^nd, 
A  Declaration  of  the  Kingdomes  of  England  and  Scotland; 
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and  another,  /4  folemne  League  and  Covenant^  the  Decla- 
rations and  Covenant  being  againft  the  King  of  both 
Kingdoms,  without  the  confent  of ,  and  againft  the  Ma- 
jor part  of  the  Nobility5>and  we  are  confident  the  Gentry 
and  Commonalty  of  This.  And  if  his  Lordfliip  would 
make  good  his  own  Letter,  and  fpend  His  Blood,  or  but 
ufe  his  endeavour  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  England^  being  indeed  the  foundation  where- 
upon  all  OurLawes  and  Liberties  are  fupported,  We 
Ihould  not  Treat  at  this  diftance,  at  leaft  a  Treaty 
would  net  have  been  rejeded*.  Wee  fufferednot  Our 
Selves  to  be  difcouraged  with  this  refufall,  but  a  fafe 
Conduft  was  defired  for  two  Gentlemen  (againft  whom 
there  neither  was  or  could  bee  the  leaft  exception) 
to  go  to  Weftminfter ,  to  prefent  fuch  Propofitions  as 
might  beft  conduce  to  the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom;  con- 
ceiving, that  by  fuch  meanes  Our  meaning  and  Intenti- 
ons might  beft  appeare,and  all  Formalities  and  unnecefla- 
ry  inlifting  and  miftakes  upon  words  might  be  removed. 
This  fafe  Conduft  (which  hath  never  been  denyed  by  Hh 
Majtfty,  or  His  Generalls,  to  any  Perfon  who  hath  de- 
fired  to  have  admittance  toHimJ  waslikewifeabfolure- 
ly  ref  ufed  by  the  Earle  oiEJfex,  yet  with  fome  exprefli- 
ons  ,  That  if  any  Proportions  ,  [houldbe  fentto  thofe  by 
whom  he  was  intruded)  he  would  ufe  his  utmoB  endeavours 
to  advance  Peace  >>  which  though  it  feem'd  nothing  agreea- 
ble to  his  former  Anfwers  ,  obtained  yet  fo  much  credit 
with  Vs,  that  We  befought  His  Majefty  once  more,  in 
His  owne  Royall  Name,toprcffe  and  defire  a  Treaty,and 
to  dircd  His  MefTage  under  fuch  a  Title,  That  they  who 
callthcmlelves  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  could  not 
take  any  exception*  but  fhould  be  compelled  toreturne 
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fomeanfwcr  or  other.  And  an  anfwer  it  hath  draw»e 
fromthem,butfuchaoneas  vviJl/ufficiently  informethe 
World  (if  there  could  yet  have  remained  any  doubt  of  it) 
how  much  they  are;Encmiesto  Peace.  Thofe  Anfwers, 
Declarations,  and  that  Covenant ,  are  likewife  publique 
to  all  men,  God  and  the  World  rnu ft  judge  betweene 
us.  In  the  meantime  we  muft,withoutbitterne(Te  or  fharp- 
ncfle  of  Lavage,  (to  which  neither  example  or  provo- 
cation (hall  transport  us)  tell  thefe  men,  That  mod  of  us 
are  too  well  knowne,  eventothemfeives,tobefufpe£ted 
to  incline  to  be  either  Papifts  or  Slaves,  or  that  We  can 
poflibly  be  made  Inftruments  to  ad  vance  cither  Popery  or 
Tyranny.  And  fince  the  defence  of  the  Religion,  Lawes, 
and  Liberties  of  the  Kingdome,  feemesrobe(  and  in  truth 
is  on  our  part )  the  Argument  of  this  bloody  Contention, 
and  that  we  are  endeavouring  all  wayes  todeftroyonea- 
nother,  in  the  behalf  of  that  we  all  doe,  or  all  pretend  to 
defiresWe  think  our  (elves  obliged  to  Truth  ,  to  the  pre- 
fent  Age  and  to  Pofterity,  to  let  the  world  know,  that  as 
we  are  much  more  tender  of  the  Religion,  Lawes  and  Li- 
berty  of  the  Kingdom>then  of  our  Lives  and  Fortunes;  fo 
theuneafie  Condition  wherein  weare,and  the  heavy  ludg- 
ments  and  profcriptions  impofed  on  us  by  our  equalls, 
have  proceeded  ,  andbeencaufed  from  that  Confcience, 
Loyalty  and  Duty , in  which  we  have  been  born  and  bred, 
and  from  which  we  could  not  fwcrve  without  the  mani- 
feft  breach  of  our  Allegiance,  and  thofe  civillOathes  wt 
are  obliged  by-  as,  we  hope,will  appeare  to  all  men  by  this 
our  enfuing  Declaration^ 

We  fhall  pafle  over  (  only  acknowledging  His  Majefties 
abundant  care  and  favour  to  His  People )  thole  excellent 
Lawes  made  this  Parliament ,  for  the  vindication  and  re- 
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movallofthofemifchiefes  and  inconveniences  ,  which 
ieerned  to  threaten  our  Rights  and  Liberty  ,  to  all  which 
there  are  very  few  amongft  us  who  concurred  norfully, 
(  however  we  are  now  traduced  with  the  negligence  of 
both  5 )  And  that  moft  gracious  offer  of  His  Majeftie^  to 
confenc  to  an  Ad  for  theeafeof  tender  Coniciences  in 
matters  indifferent,  which  it  it  had  been  accepted,  would 
have  prevented  many  of  the  mileries  have  j^ce  befallen 
this  poore  Kingdom. 

And  becaufe  the  name  and  Priviledge  of  Parliament  is 
pretended  in  defence  of  thole  Anions  ,  which  are  done 
contrary  to  the  known  Lawes,  (  by  which  only  right  and 
wrong  can  bemeafured  and  determined,)  and  by  that  ve- 
nerable name  many  of  our  Companions  and  Friends  have 
been  led  into  unwarrantable  A<5Hons$  before  we  come  to 
confider  the  ftate  and  condition  of  the  Religion  ,  Lawes 
and  Liberty  of  the  Kingdom  by  thefe  diftra&ions  ,  we 
fhall  let  the  world  know,  how  much  the  inherent  and  ef- 
fentiallPriviledges  of  Parliament  have  been  violatedjhow 
we  (beingcalled  by HisMajefty  ,  and  truftedby  our 
Country  with  their  fuffrages  in  that  Councell  )  have 
been  driven,  and  are  now  kept  from  the  place  whither  we 
were firft  called  by  His  Majefty ,  and  where  fome  Mem- 
bers ft  ill  fit;  And  laftly,how  farre  this  miferable,  and  ( to 
fay  no  morcj  rhis  un juftifiable  civill  warre,and  this  defpe- 
lateand  odious  Invitation  of  a  Forreign  Power  to  invade 
ihis  Kingdome,is  from  having  the  Countenance,  Autho- 
rity and  approbation  of  the  t  wo  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

The  great  induftry  and  ill  Arts  ufed  by  thofe  who  have 
fince  been  Principal!  Inftruments  oftheprefent  Rebelli. 
on,  to  bring  in  Per fons  of  their  Fadion  into  the  Houfe  of 
Commonsjthe  admittingand  receiving  fuch  who  were 
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neither  lawfully  chofen,  or  lawfully  returned  fay  their 
Country,and  the  putting  and  keeping  out  others  whofe 
opinions  were  not  liked-  The  reprehending,  reproaching 
and  imprifoning  of  Members  for  fpeaking  freely  accor- 
ding tot  heir  confidences  in  matters  in  debate5The  Porting 
*nd  fetf  ing  up  Mens  names  in  publique  places,  and  pro- 
fcribingthem  as  Enemies  to  their  Countrey  ,  who  diflen- 
ted  in  the  Houles  in  opinion  in  matters  debated,  and  be- 
ingcomplained  of,  no  reparation  granted  5  The  fitting  at 
unparliamentary  howres,  thereby  wearying  and  tyring 
many  Members  from  attendance,and  fo  in  a  thinne  Houfe 
altering  and  reverfing  the  relolution  taken  in  a  full  Houfe; 
The  refuting  to  receive  and  fupprefling  Petitions againft 
Pcrfons  in  favour,  though  in  poynt  of  Bribery  and  cor-  At  in  the  cafe 
ruptionin  Iudicatory$  and  the  like  of  other  Petitions 
from  whole  Counties,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  Go-  ehefierLott 
vernment  of  the  Church,  as  from  Nottingham-Jhire&nd  Privy-Seate 
Somerfet-fhin,  whil'ft  others  againft  it  were  received  with 
great  countenance  and  approbation,  from  meane,  un- 
known People- The  getting  with  great  labour  and  Facti- 
on feverall  hands  to  Petitions  from  Counties,  and  then 
framing  new  Petitions  at  Lwdon^  and  annexing  the  hands 
formerly  gotten  in  the  Countrey  tothofe  Petitions,  of 
which  they  whofubferibed  their  hands  know  nothing,  as 
in  the  Petition  of  Buckingham-jhirefitihz  feting  names  in 
London  to  Petitions  in  the  name  of,as  if  they  had  bin  fub- 
fcribed  in  remote  CountiesjThe  ufurpingof  Iurifdi&ions 
to  fupercede  Ads  of  Parliament,  &  to  difpenfe  with  the 
breach  of  Lawes  in  force;  The  fufferingundutifull  &  dis- 
loyal language  againft  therfacred  Perfon  of  theKing,with- 
out  fo  much  as  Reprehenfion ,  and  the  denying  His  Maje- 
fties  negative  Voyce;Wc  infift  not  fo  much  (though  very 
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pre judiciall  and  fcandalous  to  the  PriviledgesatuH  Ho. 
naur  of  Parliament)  as  on  thofe  A&s  of  Forre  and  Vio- 
lence,which  are  contrary  and  deftru#ive  to  the  Freedome 
and  Liberty  of  Parliament. 

Shortly  after,  His  Maj:ftie  returned  from  Scotland, 
there  beinga  very  long  debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
concerning  an  unparliamentary  llemonftrance  to  be  pub. 
lifted  to  the  People  of  the  ftateof  the  Kingdome,  (which 
many  of  Vs  then,  thought  might  prove  prejudicial!  to  the 
Peace  thereof)  Captaine  Fcnm,  then  a  Member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  ( who  had  before  bragged  of  ha- 
ving brought  down  the  People  upon  thetwo  Houfcs,  and  ^ 
fo drawn Refolutions from  them,)  tent  notes  inwriting 
under  his  hand  into  the  Cicie,that  the  People  fhould  come 
down  to  Weftminfler, for  that  thebetter  part  of  the  Houfe 
wo*  like  to  be  overrented  by  the  worfer  part  $  whereupon 
koth  at  that  time,  and  fomc  dayes  after,  Multitudes  of  the, 
meaneft  fort  of  People,  with  weapons  nox  agreeing  with 
gheir. condition  or  cuftome,ia  a  manner  vey  contrary  and 
deftmdiivctothePriviledge  of  Parliament,  fiiledupthe 
way  between  both  Houfes,  offering  injuries  both  by 
words  and  adions  to ,  and  laying  violent  hands  upon  fe-. 
verall  Members,  prcclairniag  the  names  of  fevejrall  of 
thePeeres,  as  cvilUndrotttn+btmed  Lords  %  crying  out 
many  hourcs  together  againft  the  eftablifhed  Lawes,  in  a 
moft  tumultuous  &  menacing  way.  This  action of  Cap- 
tain Vennc's  was  complained  of  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  Witnciftb. offered  to  prove  it  3  a  Fallow  who 
had  affauked  and  repioiKr!>ed  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  thofe  Tumults  was  complained  of,  and 
Slewed  to  the  Houfe,in  the  number  of  thofe  who  brought 
petition  to  the  Barre;  and  yet  in  neither  of  thefe  cafes 
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luftice,  or  io much  asanExaminationcouldbc  obtained, 
Upon  a  fuggeftion  and  pretence  of  danger,  and  fine  made 
to  His  Majeftie,  a  Guard  was  allowed  and  appointed 
by  Htmforchefecurityof  both  Houfcs:  fhortfy  after, 
this  Guard  was  refufed  and  difcharged  by  themfelves, 
and  a  new  Guard  appointed  by  them  without  his-Maje- 
fties  confent,  thereby  to  awe  all  chofe  who  concurred  not 
with  them.  A  legall  Writ  ifluing  out  by  the  direftion  of 
the  Houfe  of  Peeres  under  the  great  Seale  of  England,  to 
preventthofe Tumults  which  dayly  infefted  bothHoufes, 
the  Iuftices  of  the  Peace ,for  executing  that  Writ  accord- 
ing to  theirOc  thcs,we;e  imprifaned  by  the Houfe  of  Co- 
mons.  A  Cosnmiflion  under  the  great  Seale  of  England^ 
for  enquiry  after  Riots  committed  in  Soutkwarke,  was 
likewife  fuperfeded  by  an  Order  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ;  and  whervthe  Lords  defired  by  feverallMtffages, 


a  Declaration  againft  Tumults, they  refufed,  or  neglect- 
ed to  joyne  with  them,  it  being  faid  by  Mafter  Pym  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  Cod  forbid  we  (hould  dijhearten  our 
friends  who  came  to  tftft  u*.  And  albeit  fome  of  the 
Lords  profeffedj  that  it  the  People  were  agaiae  drawne 
downe  in  that  tumultuous  manner,  they  would  no  more 
come  to  the  Houfe-  and  albeit  an  Order  was  made,  that 
infucha  cafe  the  Houfe  fhould  be  prefently  adjourned* 
yet  thofe  Tumults  again  appearing,  that  Order,  though 
urged  by  feverall  Lords,  was  not  fuffered  to  be  exe- 
cuted. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  having  defired  the  Houfe  of 
Peeres  to  joy n  with  them  in  defiring  his  Majefty  ,that  the 
Militia  of  this  Kingdom  might  be  put  into  fuch  hands 
as  both  Houfes  did  confide  in  •  and  this  defire  having 
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been  put  to  the Queftion, and  carried  negatively  by  much- 
the  major  part  of  the  Lords  :  it  being  again  refumcd  ac  an- 
other time  (contrary  to  the  courfe  of  Parliament)  the  de- 
bate was  begun  with  a  Declaration  made  by  Icverallof. 
thofe  Lords,agaroft  whom  that  Queftion  was  twice  carri- 
ed by  Votes,  f  and  that  by  much  the  maior  part)  that  who- 
foever  refufcd  in  tins  pdrticvUrte  \*]ne  mth  the  Houfe 
of  Commons ,  were  tn  their  opinions  Enemies  to  the. 
SWt  s  ;words  dcftiu<3ive  froniuheLiberty  and  f reedome 
of  debate, 

Duringtliecimethacthis  bufinefle  of  [hcMilitiawgs 
in  debare,  (chat  is,  before  it  had  theappjobarion  and  con- 
lent  of  the  Houfeof  Peeres)  a  Petition  in  a  tumultuous 
manner  was  delivered  to  the  Houfe  of  Lord  • ,  in  the  name 
or  the  Knights,  Gentlemen^  Freeholders  t>:.i  others  the  l». 
rj&biunts  of theCountj  of  Hertford,  reckoning  upthecau^ 
fes  ofthep;cfent  Feares,  Troubles  and  Diftra<ftions,  and 
among  then:  the  want  of  Compliance  in  that  honourable 
Houfe  wi;h  theHoufe  of  Comraons^in  entertaining  thofe 
many  good  m©tions,and  pafling  thofe  neceflary  Bills  pre  - 
fented  to  them  from  that  Houfe,  for  the  publique  good; 
and  defiring  Liberty  toproteft  againftall  thofe,  as  Ene- 
mies to  the  publique,whorefufed  tojoynewith  theHo- 
nourableXords,whofe  endeavours  were  for  the  publique 
good,  and  with  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  the  putting 
the  Kingdom  into  apofture  or  lafety,  under  the  Com- 
mand of  fuch  perfons  as  the  Parliament  (houldappoynt. 
Severall  Petitions  of  the  fame  nature,particulariy  one  un- 
der the  Tick  otthe  Knightj,Gentleme#, Freeholders  ando- 
tier  Inhabitants  of  the  Cottntj  of  Surrey,  directed  to  the 
Houfe  of  Peeres,  concluded  with  thisclofes  That  they 
Jhoujd  be  in  duty  obliged  to  miinttin  their  Lordfhips  fo 
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fir  re  as  they  Jbauld  be  united  with  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
in  their \uli  andpious  proceedings-,  diffidently  intimating, 
Thatifthcy  pyned  not  with  thcHoufc  of  Commons, 
they  (hen  meant  as  much  as  other  shad  plainly  profc  fled. 
About  the  fame  time,a  Citizen  laying  at  the  Barre  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  That  they  heard  there  were  Lords 
who  refnfed to  conjent  and  concurre  with  t hem }and that  they 
would  gladly  know  their  names,  or  words  to  that  effect .  A 
Petition  in  the  name  of  many  thoufand  poore  People,  in 
andahourthe  City  of  London^was  dixe&cd  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  taking  notice  of  a  malignant  fafiion  that 
made  abortive  all  their  good  motions ,  whichtended  to  the 
Peace  and tranquiBiti  of  this  Ktngdom ,  desiring  that  thofe 
nobleWorthiesof  the  Houfe  of  Peeresy  who  concurred  with 
them  in  their  happy  Votes,  might  be  earnestly  defired  tojoyn 
with  that  Honourable  Houfe  ^and  to  fit  and  Vote  together^  as 
one  entire  body -y  and  profc  fling, that  unlejfe  fome  fpeedy  re- 
medy were  taken  for  the  removing  all  fuch  ob fir  unions ,  as 
kindred  the  happy  progreffe  of  their  great  endeavours^  their 
Petitioners  [hould  hot  t efl  in  quiet nejje,  but  Jhould  be  for. 
cedto  lay  hold  on  the  next  Remedy  which  was  at  hand,  to  rc« 
move  thedifturbers  of  the  Peace,  and  (  want  and  neceflky 
breaking  the  bounds  of  modefty )  not  to  leave  any  means 
unaffayedfor  their  relief \  Laftly  ,  adding  that  the  cry  of  the 
Poor  and  needy  was,  that  fuch  Perfons^  who  were  the  obsta- 
cles of  their  Peace,  and  the  hinder ers  of  the  happy  procee- 
dings ofthu  Parliament might  be  forthwith  publiquely  de- 
clared, whofe  removaH  they  conceived  would  put  a  Period  to 
thofe  difir aft ions.  And  this  Petition  was  brought  up  to 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  at  a  Con- 
ference-  and  after,  the  fame  day,  Mr  Uollis^  a  Member  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  a  Meffage  from  that  Houfe, 
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tfkd  the  Lords  at  their  Birre  to  joyne  with  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  in  their  defire  about  the  LMilttU^  and  far- 
ther with  many  other  expreffixms  of  like  nature  defired  in 
words  to  this  tfcdtjfhdt  if  that  defire  of  the  Henfe  of  Com- 
mons were  not  tfientcd unto  ,  thofe  Lords  who  were  willing 
toconcurre^  would,  finde  fome  means  to  make  themfelves 
known^  thdt  it  might  be  known  who  were  againfl  them^  and 
the) \  might  make  ttkntwn  to  thofe  thttfent  them.  After 
which  Petition  fo  ftrangely  framed,  countenanced  and  fe- 
conded,many  Lords  thereupon  withdrawing  themfelves, 
theVorein  order  to  the  MihtU%  twice  betore  rejected, 
was  then  pafTcd. 

After  thefe  and  other  unparliamentary  Aftions,manv 
things  rejected  and  fetled  upon  folemne  debate  were  a- 
gain,  after  many  Threats  and  Menaces,  refunded,  altered, 
and  determined,  contrary  to  the  Cuftomear>d  Lawesof 
Parliament.  And  fo  many  of  us  withdrew  our  fel ves  from 
thence,  where  we  could  not  Sir,  Speake,  and  Voce,  with 
Honour, Freedome,  and  Safety,  and  are  now  keprfrom 
thenceforourduty andLoyalcy tooar  Soveraigne.  And 
though  fome  of  us  Sate  and  continued  there  long  after 
this,  hoping  that  wTe  might  have  been  able  to  have  pre- 
vented thegrowthand  progreffeof  farther  mifchiefe^yet 
iince  the  Pnviledge  of  Parliament  is  fofubftantiallanden- 
tire  a  Right,  that  as  the  Invafion  of  the  Liberties  of  either 
Houfe  is  an  injury  to  the  other,  and  the  whole  Kingdom  -9 
ib  the  violence  and  affaulcs  upon  any  of  our  fellow  Mem- 
bers, for  exprefling  their  opinions  in  matters  of  debate, 
wereinftancesto  us,  what  we  were  to  look  for  whenwc 
fhould  beknowntodiffent  from  what  wasexpe&ed;  and 
under  that  consideration  every  one  of  our  juft  Liberties 
fiiffered  violation. 

Many 
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Many  of  u$  having  for  thefe  and  other  nrafons,  after 
HisMajcftyhimfelfc  was  by  many  indignities  2nd  force 
driyen  from  Wefiminfterjnwz  been,  conrrary  ro  the  right 
andfreedomeof  Parliament,  Voted  out  of  the  Huufe, 
withoutcommitting  any  Crime,  andfomcof  us  without 
hearing,or  fo  much  as  being  fummoned  to  be  heard*  and 
Co  our  Countries,  for  which  we  were,  and  are  trufted, 
have  been  without  any  Proxies  or  Perfons  trufted  on 
their  behalfe;  an  Army  hath  beeen  raifed  without  and 
againft  His  MajefHesConfent^  and  a  Proteftation  enjoy  - 
ned  to  Jive  and  dye  with  the  Earleof  Ejfex,  their  Gene, 
rail  of  that  Army,  and  a  Member  now  amongft  us.rcfu-  M.  tymui. 
fing  to  take  that  Prote(htion,wa$  told,  That  If  he  left  not 
the  Towne  frecdily  he  foeuld  be  committed  to  the  Tower  ^  or 
knocked  on  the  bead  by  the  Souldiers.  All  Perfons,  even 
the  Members  of  both  Houfes,  have  been  and  now  arc  for- 
ced, or  enjoy ned  to  contribute  for  the  maintenance  and 
fiipportot  that  Army;  A  traitcrous  Covenant  is  finceta- 
ken  by  the  Members  who  remaine,  and  impofed  upon 
rheKingdome,  that  they  will  to  their  power  afiift  the  For- 
ces raifed  and  continued  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
againft  the  Forces  raifed  by  the  King  •  with  many  other 
Claufes,  dircdly  contrary  to  their  Allegiance;  ami  ano- 
ther for  the  alteration  of  the  Government  of  the  Qhttrch 
eftabli&edby  Law:  andfuch  Members  as  have  refufed, 
according  to  their  duty  andconfcience,  totake  thofe  Co* 
venams,  have  been  imprifoned  or  expelled  \  fo  asthey 
have  fuffered  none  to  refide  with  them,but  thofe  who  are 
engaged  with  them  in  their  def perate  courfes. 

The  whole  Power  and  Authority  of  both  Houfes  is 
delegated,  againft  the  Law  and  nature  of  Parliament, to  a 
clQfe  Committee,  which  aifumesand  ufurpesthe  power 
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of  King,  Lords  and  Commons,  difpof  es  of  the  Perfons, 
Liberties  and  Eftates  of  us  and  our  fellow  Subje&s,  with- 
out  fo  much  as  communicating  their  Refolutions  to  thofe 
that  fit  in  the  Houfes*  And  when  an  Order  hath  been  re- 
ported to  be  confirmed  by  them  it  ha:h  been  only  put  to 
the  Queftion,  no  debates  being  fuffered,  it  having  been 
faidin  the  Houfe  where  the  Commons  fit,  to  thofe  who 
have  excepted  againft  fuch  an  Order,  when  prefented, 
That  they  were  onelj  to  Vote^  not  to  dilute-  and  thereupon 
all  Argument  and  contradi&ion  hath  been  taken  away. 
And  to  (hew  how  impoffible  it  is  to  containe  themfelves 
within  any  bond  of  civility  and  humanity,  when  they 
have  forfeited  their  Allegiance^after  the  attempt  in  a  moft 
barbarous  manner  to  Murther  the  Queenes  Majefty  at 
Her  landing  at  Burlington ,  by  making  many  great  (hott 
at  the  houfe,  where  Shee  lodged  forHerrepofe  after  a 
long  Voyage  by  Sea,  whereby  Gods  blefling  it  was  did 
appointed,they  impeached  Her  of  high  Treafon,  f  or  affift. 
ing  the  King  Her  Husband,  and  the  Kingdomein  their 
greateft  neceflities.  All  Petitions  and  addrefles  for  Peace 
have  been,  with  great  Art  and  vehemence,difcounten3n- 
cedand  fuppreffed^  whirft  others  for  fedition  and  dif- 
cord  have  with  no  lefle  Induftry  and  pafliont>een  promo- 
ted,. And  when  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
in  Augufl  laft,had  agreed  upon  a  long  and  folemne  debate 
to  joy ne  with  the  Lords  in  fending  Propofitions  of  Peace 
to  His  Majefty,  the  next  day  Printed  papers  were  fcat- 
tered  in  the  Streets,  &  fixe  upon  the  publique  places  both 
in  the  City  and  Suburbes,  requiring  all  Perfons  well  ajfe- 
fledto  rife  as  one  many  and  to  come  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
next  mornings  for  that  20000  Irijh  Resells  were  landed^ 
which  dire&ionand  Information  was  likewife  that  day 

given 


given  in  Pulpits  by  their  feditiousPreacherSjand  infomc 
of  thofe  Papers  were  fubferibed,  That  the  Malignant  Par. 
ty  had over-votedthegood,andif not  freventedthere  would 
be  Peaces  (the  Propofitions  for  Peace  being  the  day  before 
carried  by  nine  and  twenty  voy ces? )  a  common  Councell 
was  called  late  at  night,  though  Sunday,  and  a  Petition 
there  framed  againft  Peace,  which  was  the  next  morning 
brought  to  the  Houfe,  countenane'd  by  Alderman  Pen- 
nington (  a  knowne  Promoter  and  Governour  of  thofe 
Tumults,)  and  attended  with  agreat  multitude  of  meane 
PerfonSjWho  ufed  Threats,Menaces  and  Reproaches  to 
the  Members  of  both  Houfes;  their  Petition  took  notice 
of  P  r  of  o fit  ions  faffed  by  tht  Lords  for  Peace \which  if 'allow- 
edy  would  be  dcsJru&ive  to  Religion^  Lawes  and  Liberties $ 
and  therefore  defired  an  Ordinance  according  to  the  Te- 
nor of  an  Aft  of  their  commonCouncell  the  night  before-, 
Thankes  was  given  them  by  the  Commons,  whiTftthe 
Lords  complained  of  the  Tumults,  and  defired  a  concur- 
rences fuppreflethem,  and  to  prevent  the  like,  many  of 
the  People  telling  the  Members  of  bothHoufes,  That  if 
they  had  not  a  good  anfwer  they  would  be  there  the  next  day 
with  double  the  number.  By  thefc  Threats  and  violence, 
the  Propofitions  formerly  received  were  re jeded^and  all 
thoughts  of  Peace  laid  afide-  Shortly  after,  great  num- 
bers of  women refortjto  the  Houfe  where  the  Commons 
fate,  with  a  Petition  for  Peace  5  Troopes  of  Horfe  were 
hereupon  fent  for,  who  wound  and  kill  feverall  of  the 
women,  and  difperfe  the  reftj  then  fpeciall  notice  was  ta- 
ken of  thofe  Members  who  feemed  moft  importunate 
and  defirous  of  Peace;  and  thereupon  the  late  Covenant 
eagerly  and  feverely  preffed  uponthem.By  reafon  where- 
of, and  the  other  mifcarriages,  whereby  their  freedome 
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was  abfolutely  taken  froYn  them,  divers  of  both  Houfes 
withdrew  themfelves* 

And  we  muftnowappealeto  all  our  fellow  Subje&s  of 
this  Kingdome,  who  have  taken  the  Oathesof  Allegi- 
ance and  Supremacy,  who  have  any  knowledge  of  the 
Eights,  Cuftomes  and  Priviledges  of  Parliament,  or  of 
the  frame  and  Conftitution  of  this  Realme,  whether  wc 
or  they  have  failed  in  our  duty  to  our  King  or  Countrey  $ 
and  whether  we  have  not,in  dif  charge  of  a  good  Confci- 
ence,  undergonexheevills  wehaveborne*  And  then  we 
doubt  nor,  we ihall  not  be  thought  lefle  Members  of  Par- 
liament, though  we  are  not  at  WcHminfttr,  then  if  that 
City  were  in  the  pofleflion  of  a  Forraigne  Enemy$  yec 
we  conf efle  the  place  to  be  fo  material!,  that  if  there  were 
that  Liberty  and  freedome  which  is  due  to  the  Members, 
and  indeed  is  the  life  of  Parliament,  the  Ad  of  thofe  in 
theHoufe  (beingalawfull  A&)  is  the  A&oftheHoufe, 
though  there  were  a  greater  number  abfent,  allwhowere 
of  another  opinion:  but  in  our  cafe,when  we  are  by  force 
drivenaway,  and  by  force  kept  away,  and  when  nothing 
can  befaid  to  juftifie  the  A&ions  which  are  done,  but  the 
Reputation  and  number  of  the  A&ors,  we  relie  fo  much 
upon  the  underftanding  &honeftyof  our  Country-men, 
that  they  will  beleeve,  when  they  fee  our  concurrence, 
and  unanimitie  in  Refolutions  and  Counfell  for  their 
Peace,  welfare  and  fecurity,  (as  we  are  confident  the 
number  ©f  thofe  who  concurre  in  this  Declaration,  is 
greater  then  hath  concurred  in  moft,  if  not  in  any  of  thofe 
things  of  which  we  complaine,)  that  it  will  be  better  for 
them  to  be  advifed  by  V s  at  Oxfordjhcn  by  thofe  at  Weft- 
minBeri  from  whence  we  are  abfent  oncly  by  reafon  of 
thofe  outrages  and  violence  offered  to  our  Perfons  or  our 
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Confciences,  which  takes  away  all  freedome,and  confe* 
quently  all  authority  from  thofe  Counccllsj  and  where 
indeed  thefe  men  ought  not  to  undertake  to  ad  any  thing, 
till  that  f  redome  and  liberty  be  reftored  to  us,  who  as 
long  as  this  Parliament  (hall  continue  (nocwithftanding 
all  the  Votes  of  thole  whoare  Guilty  of  Trea(on  and  Re- 
bellion)  muft  account  our  felves,  and  (hall  be  accounted 
by  our  Countrey,  the  true  and  lawf  ull  Members  of  Par- 
liament, 

Having  faid  thus  much  to  undeceive  our  Brethren,  and 
that  our  fellow  Subje&s  may  be  no  longer  feduced  to  un- 
lawfull  a<3ions,by  colour  and  pretence  of  Parliament,  we 
fliall  briefly  prefent  to  their  view  and  confideration  the 
danger  and  condition  of  HisMajeftie*  Perfon,  His  Ho- 
nour,and  Rights,  the  Religion  and  Liberty  of  the  King- 
dome,  the  defence  and  maintenance  of  which  thofe  Per- 
Tons,  with  whom  we  cannot  agree,  feeme  and  pretend  to 
undertake.  For  their  Gare  of  the  honour  and  fafety  of 
His  Majefties  Perfon,  (to  the  which  we  are  fo  aWolutely 
obliged,  and  fo  folcmnely  fworne)  we  fliall  need  onely  to 
mention  (which  we  mention  with  great  fadneffe  of  heart 
and  horror )  the  taking  by  force  His  Majefties  Forts, 
Townes,Navy,  the  affuming  a  power  over  the  dMilititt 
oftheKingdome,  the  denying  His  Majefties  Negative 
Voice,  the  uncomely,  infolent  and  difloy all  mentioning 
of  His  Majefties  Perfon,  thenegledi,  contempt  and  vio- 
lation of  Leagues  made  by  His  Majefty  with  Forraigne 
Princes,in  the  Injuries  and  affronts  done  to  their  publique 
Minifters,and  otherwife,the  tranfeendent  preemption  of 
fending  Agei\ts  to  Forraigne  Princes,  and  in  the  name  of 
the  States  of  England^  the  traiterous  diftin&ion  between 
the  Perfon  of  the  King  &  His  Office,  and  declaring,  That 
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an  attempt  upon  His  life  is  not  High  Treafon,  which  do- 
tfrine  is  fo  much  countenanced,  that  Perlons ,  who  have 
threatnedto  Kill  the  King,  having  been  complained  of, 
have  been  left  unf  unified y  and  the  Witnefles  and  P  rofe- 
cutors  threatned or  difcountenanced  5  The  raifing  an  Ar- 
my againft  Him,  and  therewith  giving  Battell  to  His  Per- 
fon«  All  which  are  known  to  be  very  unagreeable  with 
the  Affeftion, Duty  and  Loyalty  of  Subje&s,  and  Eng- 
lifhmen. 

Concerning  Religion,  We  cannot  but  with  bleeding 
hearts,  and  trembling  foules  confider  the  unheard  of  Im- 
pieties and  Prophanations  exercifedin  Churches,  and 
Confecrated  places,thc  Countenance  and  licenfe  given  to 
fcandalous, debofh, ignorant  Lay-perfons to  Preach,  and 
exercife  the  Office  of  the  Miniftry;  the  fuppreflingand 
cruell  ufeing  and  imprifoning  in  Goales  and  on  Ship- 
board, Godly,  Learned,  Orthodox  Divines,  famous  and 
exemplar  in  their  lives  and  Do&rine,  the  moft  eminent  * 
Aflertors  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  againft  Popery  and 
Innovations*  The  Scurrilous  and  Scandalous  Reviling, 
fcoffing  and  fuppreffingthe  Book  of  Common- Prayer, 
compiled  by  glorious  Martyrs  for  the  P  rotcftant  Religi- 
on eftabliftiedby  Law,  and  fo  long,  and  fo  publiquetyu- 
£ed,and  acknowledged  as  an  excellent  and  unparallcPd 
forme  of  Devotion  and  Divine  fcrvice^  The  fufpending 
the  execution  of  the  A  &  of  Parliament  made  in  rhefirft 
yeareof  Queen  Elizabeth  of  famous  memory5  for  uni- 
formity of  Common-Prayer,by  an  Order  under -the  hand 

t&  Tjm>    of  a  private  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Common$,and  that 
during  the  recefle  of  both  Houfes;  The  (lining  up  and  in- 

'  4  citing  the  People  to  Rebellion  in  Pulpirsi  and  (which  is 

thegreateftfcandall  and  reproach  to  the  Proteftant  Reli. 
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gion  that  can  be  imagined )  the  making  Religion  it  Iclfc 
the  ground  and  caufe  of  Rebellion.  Laftly,  after  having 
lived  fo  many  yeares  in  the  mod  glorious, and  moft  un- 
blemished Church  of  Chriftendome,  the  totall  defacing 
and  pulling  downe  the  whole  Fabrick  of  it-,  cenfuring  and 
reproaching  the  Do&rine,  and  deftroying  the  difcipline5 
and  as  if  we  werecaft  a  fhorein  fome  uninhabited  Cli- 
mate,wheretheElementsof  Chriftianity  were  not  known, 
The  calling,  without  the  leaftfhadow  or  colour  of  Law, 
or  Lawful]  Authority ,  againft  His  Majefties  exprefle 
Confenr,  manifeftly  againft  theStatuteof  25th  year  of 
King  Henry  the  eight ,  An  Affemblj  of  Divines,  compo- 
fed  of  fome  Noblemen ,  Gentlemen,  and  Minifkrs,  ( all 
under  the  ftile  of  Godly  and  Learned  Divines)  moft  of 
which  are  not  other  wife  known,then  by  their  Schifme& 
reparation  from  that  Church,  in  which  they  were  borne, 
and  to  which  they  have  fubferibed;  andthefe  men  now 
muft  new  make  and  mould  the  Religion ,  by  which  we 
muftallbefaved.  God  in  his  good  time  we  hope  will 
vindicate  his  own  caufe,  and  repaire  the  breaches  which 
have  been  lately  made. 

For  the  Lawesof  the  Land ,  and  the  Liberty  of  the 
Subje<9:,  f  o  fpecioufly  urged  and  pretended  to  be  the  end 
of  chofc  who  have  difturbed  our  Peace,  We  need  fay  lit- 
tle, Every  place  and  every  pcrfon  is  an  ample  evidence  & 
tcftimony  of  the  bold  and  avowed  violation  of  either.  The 
Charter  of  our  Liberties  Mtgnx  Chtrta,  fo  induftrioufl  y 
and  Reh'gioufly  prelerved  by  our  Anceftors,and  above 
Thirty  feverall  times  confirmed  in  Parliament,that  Ram- 
pier  and  Bulwark  of  allthe  pretious  Priviledges  and  Im* 
municies  which  the  Subjeds  of  this  Kingdom  could  boaft 
of,  and  which  diftinguifhes  them  from  all  the  Subjects  of 
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Chriflendomc,  is  levelled  and  Trampled  underfoOt,fcor- 
ned,  defpifed  and  fuperfeded  by  Votes  and  Orders^  Men 
of  all  forts,  Clergy  and  Laity ,  imprifoned  without  the 
leaft  charge  that  by  the  Law  is  called  a  Crime,  and  their 
filiates  are  fequeftred  by  perfons  of  whom  the  Law  can 
takenonoticej  Committees  made  by  Committees,  Rob, 
Banitb,and  Imprifonthe  Lords  and  Commonsof  Eng- 
hnd^  Men  committed  by  perfons  of  no  Authority,for  no 
caufe,toPrifon,have  by  Habeas  Corpus  (the  good  old 
Remedy  and  Security  for  our  Liberty)  been  brought  to 
the  Kings  Bench ,  and  by  Command  of  thofe  who  firft 
Committed  them  remanded,  &  Commands  given  to  the 
lodges  that  they  fhould  grant  no  Habeas  Corpus  (which 
they  were  fworn  to  grant)  to  any  Perfons  committed  by 
thcm,or  by  thofe  to  whom  they  grant  Authority  to  com- 
mit, which  therafelves  have  not  power  to  doe.  Neither 
can  we  paflfe  over  the  motion  made  by  Ml  Rigby,*  Mem- 
ber of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  totranfport  thofe  Lords 
and  Gentlemen  who  were  Prifoners,and  by  them  accoun- 
ted^lalignants,tobefoldas  Slaves  to  Argiers,  ov  km  to 
the  new  Plantation  in  the  Weft  Indies,  urged  the  fecond 
time  with  much  earneftnefle  ,  becaufe  the  Propofer  had 
contracted  with  two  Merchants  to  that  purpofe5the 
which  though  it  took  no  effedi  at  that  time,  may  awaken 
thofe  who  have  obferved  fo  many  things  to  pafle  and  be 
ordered,  long  after  it  hath  been  once  or  twice  denied  and 
rejected.  And  who  fees  the  new  and  inhumane  way  of 
imprifonin?  Perfons  of  Quality  under  Decks  on  Ship- 
board, by  which  cruell  ufage,  many  of  our  Countrymen 
have  been  murthercd,may  have  reafon  to  feare  they  may 
be  hereafter  carried  a  loftger  voyage  then  is  yet  avowed. 
Th?  twentieth  part  of  our  Eftates  is  at  once  taken,&  if  we 
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a*e  not  willing  to  obey  that  Ordcr,the  other  N  inetccn  are 
taken  from  us  as  Malignants,a  termc  unknown  and  unde- 
fined, and  yet  crime  enough  to  forfeit  our  lives,  and  all 
that  wc  have.  Our  fellow  Subje&s  have  been  executed  in  m.  tenmnt 
cold  blood,  for  doing  that  which  by  thcLawcs  of  God 
and  Man  they  wcrcboundto  doe;  and  afcer  their  Murtiier, ' 
their  eftatesfeized,  and  their  Wives  and  Children  expo-  M-  T°mPk™ 
fedtomifery  and  famine.  Lawesmade,  and  Penalties  ft'iSSt^A. 
impofedby  Lawcsthis Parliament,arefufpended,difpen-  divers othen. 
fed  withall,  &  thofe  things  done  by  Order, againft  which 
thofe  Lawes  were  made.  And  that  there  may  be  no  face 
of  Iuftice  over  the  Land,theludges  are  prohibited  to  ride 
their  Circuits ,  for  the  adminiftration  of  that  Iuftice 
which  the  King  owes  His  People,  and  they  are  bound  to 
execute.  And  after  all  this,  and  after  the  mercilefle  fhed- 
ding  fomuchEnglifhblood,afterthecxpending  fomuch 
money,  (  much  of  which  was  given  for  reliefe  of  our 
poor  Proteftant  Brethren  of  Ireland,  and  diverted  for  the 
improving  the  diftra&ionsathome,)  after  the  tranfporta- 
tion  of  fuch  vaft  fummes  of  money,  and  great  Trea- 
fure  into  Forrcign  Parts,  to  the  unfpeakable  impo- 
verifhing  this  poor  Kingdom  To  make  our  mifery 
lading  and  our  Confufioncompleat,  a  Forrcign  enemy 
is  invited  and  brought  into  the  Bowells  of  this  King- 
dome,  to  drinke  our  blood,  to  divide  our  PofTefli- 
on, to  give  us  new  Lawes,  and  to  Rule  over  us-  and 
the  better  to  make  way  to  thofe  horrid  Impofitions, 
by  confounding  and  making  void  all  civill  Rights 
and  Proprieties,  and  the  better  preparing  the  Kingdome 
to  be  fliared  by  (hangers,  a  New  Great  Seale  (the  fpe- 
crall  enfigne  of  Monarchy,  andtheonly  wayby  which 
Iuftice  i$  derived  and  diffributed  to  the  People)  is  coun- 
terfeited 


terfeited  and  ufed,  albeit  it  be  by  the  expreffe  letter  of  the 
Statute  of  the  25.  ycaxc  of  King  Edward  the  third,  decla- 
red to  be  High  Treafon. 

Having  now  made  this  cleare,  plain  Narration  ro  the 
Kingdom,  ( the  truth  and  particulars  whereof  a  re  known 
to moftmen)  that  when i  Pofterity  (hall  find  our  names  in 
the  Records  of  thefetimes,  as  Members  trufted  by  our 
Countrey  in  that  great  Councell,  by  whole  authority  and 
power  the  prefent  alteration  and  diftraftion  fcems  to  be 
wrought,  It  may  like  wife  fee  how  far  re  we  have  been  and 
arc  from  consenting  to  thefe  defperate  end  fatal!  Innova- 
tions; we  cannot  reft  fatisfied  without  Declaring  and  pub. 
lifhing  to  all  our  f  ellow  Subjeds  &  to  the  whole  World, 
Thatallour  Intentions  and  Anions  have  been,  are,  and 
fhall  be  dire&ed  tothe  defence  of  HisMajefties  Perfon 
and  juft  Rights-the  pref  ervation  of  the  true  Proteftant  Re- 
ligion,and  Liberties  of  the  Kingdom  eftabliflied  by  Law; 
That  as  we  doe  with  all  hu  mility  to  God  Almighty,  and 
asagreatbleflingfromhim,  acknowledge  His  Majefties 
happy  and  Religious  Reigne  and  Government  over  this 
Kingdom,  and  efpccially  the  excellent  Lawes,  and  Sta- 
tutes madein  His  time>and  particularly  thole  inthis  Par- 
liament^  fo  we  doc  with  all  duty  andfubmitflon  Declare, 
That  His  Majefty  is  the  only  fupream  Governour  of  this 
Realme  in  all  caufes  Ecclefiafticall  and  Temporal};  That 
His  naturall  Perfon  is  not  to  be  divided  from  His  King- 
ly  Office,  but  that  our  naturall  Allegiance,  &the  Oathes 
of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy ,  doe  bind  us  and  all  His  o- 
ther  Subje<Ss,to  Loyalty  and  Allegiance, to  His  naturall 
Perfon-  That  His  Majefties  Negative  Voyce  '(  without 
which  Monarchy  is  dtffolved)  is  an  inherent  Right  of  His 
Crowne,  and  that  no  Orders  of  one  or)  both  Houfes  of 
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Parliament,without  His  Majefties  exprefle  coh(cnt,can 
make  a  Law  to  bind  the  Subjects,  cither  in  their  Property 
or  Liberty  -  That  we  doe  from  our  foules  abhorre  the 
prefent  Rebellion  raifed  in  this  Kingdom  againft  His  M  a- 
jefty,  and  that  all  His  Majefties  Subjects  are  bound  by 
dieir  naturall  Allegiance, and  the  Oathes  Lawfully  taken 
by  them,tetheutmoft  of  their  power,  to  refill  and  re- 
preflethe  fame;  and  particularly  the  Army  now  under  die 
Command  of  the  Earle  of  Effex,  and  all  other  Armies 
raifecj,  or  to  be  raifed  without  His  Majefties  confent,un- 
der  pretence  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament.  And  we 
doedifclaimeall  Votes,  Orders  &  Declarations  in  Coun- 
tenance or  maintenance  of  the  faid  Armies  j  And  Decla  re, 
That  no  Oath  or  Covenant  voluntarily  taken,  or  infor- 
ced,doth,or  can  bind  or  difpence  with  the  breach  of 
thofe  other  Oathes  formerly  and  Lawfully  taken  to  His 
Majefty.  And  that  all  thofe  who  ayde,affift,  or  abet  this 
horrid  and  odious  Rebellion,are,and  ought  to  be  accoun- 
ted and  purfued  as  Traitors,  by  thelcdown  Lawes  of  the 
Land;  That  we  utterly  deteft  and  difclaimc  the  In vitatf- 
on  which  hath  been  made  to  His  Majefties  Subje&sof 
Scotland  to  m^t  this  Kingdom  with  an  Army,  the  fame 

being  as  much  againft  thedefir***,  a*  againft  the  duty  of 

the  Lords  and  Commons  of  England^nd  all  true  hearted 
Englifhmen;  And  we  doe  declare  andpublilh  to  the 
world,That  as  any  fuch  Invafion,or  hoftile  entry  into  the 
Kingdom  by  the  Rebellious  Subjects  of  Scotland \is  adi- 
red  and  peremptory  breach  of  the  late  A  #  of  Pacification 
between  the  two  Kingdoms; fo  that  we,  and  all  the  Sub- 
lets of  this  Kingdom  are  bound  by  our  Allegiance,  and 
by  that  very  Aft  to  refift  and  reprefle  fuch  Invafion9  and 
whofoever  isoc  fhall  be  abetting,  aiding  or  affiftingto 
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thofe  of ScotUndM  their  hoftile  Invafion  of  this  King- 
dom 5  ought  co  be  looked  upon  as  betraiers  of  their 
Country, andareguilty  of  High  Treafonbv  theknowrv 
Lawes  of  the  Kingdom. 

And  that  our  weak  milled  and  feduced  Counrry-rr, 
may  no  longer  pay  an  implicite  regard  and  reverence  to 
the  abufed  name  of  Parliament,  (which  thefe  guilty  Per- 
fonsufurpe  tothemfelves)and  fofubmit  to  thole  Actions 
and  Commands.,  which  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  (  ne- 
ver fo  legally  and  regularly  conftituted)  have  no:  autho- 
rity to  require  or  enjoy  ne  ;  and  fince  thefe  men  wiilnot 
fuffer  their  poor  Countrey  to  be  reftored  by  a  Treaty  to 
rhe  benefit  of  a  Parliaraent,which  would  wi:h  Gods  bief- 
fing  eafily  remove  thefe  naileries,  and  prevent  the  like  for 
the  time  to  come-  We  muft  and  doe  declare  to  the  whole 
Kingdom,  Thatasatno  time  either  or  both  Houfesot 
Parliament,  cart  by  any  Orders  or  Ordinances  impofe  up- 
on the  People  without  the  Kings  confent3-  fo  by  real  on  of 
the  want  of  Freedom  and  Security  for  all  the  Members  of 
Parliament  to  meet  at  ffv/f»i»ji?rr,and  there  to  Sit,Speak 
and  Vote  with  Freedom  and  fafety,  all  the  Anions, 
Votes,  Orders,  Declarations,and  pretended  Ordinances, 
made  by  thefe  Members  who  remain  ftiHat  Weftminfter, 
are  void  &  of  none  efted-  And  that  as  many  of  the  Lords 
and  Commons  Affembled  at  Wtfiminjlcr^s  have  at  any 
time  conferred  to  the  raifingof  Forces  under  the  Com- 
mand of  the  Earle  of  Ejfex,  or  to  the  making  and  ufing  of 
the  new  Great-Seale,  or  to  the  prefent  coming  of  the 
Scots  into  EngUnd in  a  warlike  manner,  have  therein  bro- 
ken the  truftrepoled  in  them  by  their  Countrey,  and  are 
to  be  proceeded  againft  as  Traitors,  And  yet  we  are  farrc 
from  diflblving  or  attempting  the  diffolution  of  this  Par- 
liament* 


liament,  or  the  violation  of  any  A&  made  and  Confirmed 
byHisMajeftiesRoyall  Affent  this  Parliament,  which 
we  fliallalwaies  maintain  and  defend:  Ads  of  Parliament 
are  only  in  danger  to  be  deftroy  ed  by  thole  who  under- 
value and  defpife  the  Authority  and  Power  ot  A&s  of 
Parliament,  who  therefore  deny  the  Kings  Negative 
Voyce,and  negle&His  Concurrence, that  their  own  Re- 
folutions  may  be  reputed  as  Ads  of  Parliament,  to  the 
Ruine  and  Confufion  of  all  Lawes  and  Intereft.  It  is  our 
griefe  in  the  behalfeof  the  whole  Kingdom,  that  fince  the 
Parliaments  not  diffolved,  the  power  thereof  (hould,  by 
the  Treafon  and  violence  of  thefe  Men,  be  fo  farrefufpen- 
tied,  that  the  Kingdom  fhouldbe  without  the  fruit  and 
benefit  of  a  Patliament,  which  cannot  be  reduced  to  any 
Adtion  or  Authority,  till  the  Freedom  and  Liberty  due  to 
the  Members  be  reftored  and  admitted;  and  they  who  op-' 
pofe  this,  muftbe  only  looked  upon  as  the  Enemies  to 
Parliament:  in  the  meantime  we  neither  have  or  fhall  at- 
tempt any  thing  for  the  adjourning ,  diflfblving^or  pro 
rogueing  thereof,  otherwife^  then  as  it  may  (land  with  the 
A&  in  that  cafe  provided. 

Laftly  we  declare,  That  our  endeavours,  adions,  &  re- 
folutionstend,  and  are  directed,  and  fhall  alwayesbedi- 
retf:ed,tothe  maintenance  of  Gods  true  Religion,  eftabli. 
fhedby  Law  within  this  Kingdomej  to  thedefenceof 
His  Majefties  facred  Perfon,His  Honour  and  jaft  Rights- 
to  the  prefervation  of  the  Liberty  and  Property  of  the 
Subjc<3,  fetled,  and  evident  by  the  Lawes,  Statutes  and 
Cuftomes  of  the  Realrae;  and  the  juft  f  reedome,  Liberty 
and  Priviledge  of  Parliament;  and  that  what  we  (hall  doc 
for  the  defence  and  maintenance  of  all  thefe,  proceeds 
from  the  confidence  of  our  duty  to  God,  our  King  and 
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Country,  without  any  private  and  iinifter  ends  of  our 
-"ne^and  out  of  ourfincerelove  to  truth  Smd  Peace,  the 
which  as  we  have,  fo  we  (hall  alwayes  labour  to  procure, 
neonely  bleffed  end  of  all  our  labours.  Andvvedoe 
therefore  conjure  all  our  Countrey-raen  and  fellow  Sub- 
jects ,  by  all  thofe  precious  obligations  of  Religion  to 
God  Almightyrof  Loyalty  towards  their  Soveraigne,  of 
aflfedion  towards  one  another,  aodof  charity  andcom- 
paflion  towards  their  bleeding  Counrrey,  to  affift  and 
joynewkh  us  iathe  fuppreifing  thofe  Enemies  to  Peace, 
whoare  fo  much  delighted  with  the  ruincand  confufion 
they  have  made,  that  they  will  not  fo  much  as  vouch fafe 
to  Treat  with  us,  that  all  fpetious  pretences  might  be  ta- 
ken away,  and  the  grounds  of  this  bloody  Contention 
clearly  ftated  to  the^World.  If  thefc  men ,  with  a  true 
fenfeand  reraorfe  of  the  ill  they  have  done,  fhallyetre- 
turne  to  their  duty  andloyalty,  they  (hall  (God  willing) 
find  us  of  another  temper  towards  them,  then  they  have 
been  towards  us^  and  if  the  confeience  of  their  duty  lhail 
net  drawali  our  fellow  Subje&s  and  Country-men  to 
joyne  with  us  in  aififting  His  Majefty,  we  hope  that  the 
prudent  confideration  /that  'tis  impoiUble  to  reafon,  for 
our  roiferable  Country  ever  to  be  reftored  to  IPeace  and 

happincflc,  buiby  rcftoringall  juft  and  legally  duepower 

and  authority  into  His  Majefties  Hands  againe,)  wUldi- 
r§<2  them  what  is  fit  to  be.doneby  them.  Aad  if  any  yet 
fhall  be  fo  uniki]full*and  to  fay  no  worfe,  vulgar  fpirited, 
to  hope  by  a  Neutrality  and  odious  indifFerency,  torcft 
fecure  in  this  ftorme,  though  we  fcaJl  not  follow  the  ex- 
amples of  other  men,  in  telling  them,  That  their  Eftates 
(hail  be  forfeited  andtakeo  fromthem,  aspernitiousaad 
publiqueEaernks,  (Godb*  thaaked)  tlieLaw  is  notfo 
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fuppreft,  but  that  it  proceeds  in  Attainders  and  Forftt- 
turcs,  and  all  men  know  an  Eftate  Efcbeatcd  to  His  Maje- 
fty by  high  Treafon,is  as  much,  as  legally  His  Ma  jefties, 
or  his  to  whom  His  Majefty  grants  it,  aseverit  was  the 
unhappy  Perfons  who  hath  fo  forfeited  it$>  yet  we  muft 
let  them  know,  that  their  condition  is  like  to  be  very  dan- 
gerous; and  that  as  they  ( for  refiftance  of  whom  His 
Majefties  Armies  are  raifed)  have  declared  to  them  what 
they  are  to  expe#  at  their  hands,  that  is,  to  be  dealt  with 
as  pernitious  and  publique  Enemies^  So  they  have  rcfc* 
fon  to  believe,  that  His  Majefty  cannot  look  upon  them 
as  Perfons  who  have  performed  that  duty  they  are  obli* 
ged  by  their  naturall  Allegiance,  and  their  Oathes  enjoy, 
ned  by  Law,  which  is,  to  defend the  King  to  the  utmost  of 
their  Power ,  again(l  all  conft trades  and  attempts  rvkatfo- 
ever,  which  (hall  be  made  againfl  His  MajeJties  Perfon$  Hk 
Crowne  and  Dignity, and  to  doe  their  befi  endeavours  t*  dip* 
clofe  and  make  knotine  to  Him  allT reafons  and  Contraries 
which  Jhall  be  againfl  Him*  to  their  power  to  aft  ft  a/llurif. 
diftions^Privtledgcs ,  Prehemimnces  and  Authorities  be- 
longing to  Him,  or  united  to  the  ImperiaU  Crowne  of  t  his 
JLealmc.  The  juft  and  pious  confideration  and  weighing 
of  which  Oath  and  obligation,  muft  ftirre  up  all  men  of 
Loyalty  and  Confidence,  to  be  induftrious  and  active  on 
His  Majrfties  behalfe  againft  this  horrid  and  odious  Re. 
bellion,  and  againft  the  Authors  and  Fomenters  of  the 
fame.  And  we  are  confident  it  will  nor  a  little  encreafe 
the  Indignation  of  all  good  true  Eaglifhmcn,  (a  find  theft 
difturbcts  of  their  Peace,  who  have  fofpecioufly  pietsen* 
ded  the  defence  oftheRightsand  Priviledges  of  Parlia- 
ment., unite  themfelveswith*  and  governs  their  Atfioris  . 
by  the  concurrent  advice  and  copfent  of  Commiflioners 
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of  another  Kingdome ,  whofe  bufineffe  is  to  alter  our 
Lawes,  and  confound  our  Government.  And  if  all  the 
other  particulars  fo  plainly  fet  downe  in  this  Declaration, 
and  fo  publiquely  knownctomoft  men,  were  wanting, 
there  could  not  be  a  greater  inftance  of  deferring  the  Dig- 
nity an$Uight,and  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  cancelling  all 
the  Liberties  and  Priviledgcsof  Parliament  ,  then  for 
thefc  men  to  break  the  truft  repofed  in  them  by  their 
Countrey,  and  to  fubmit  themfelves  to  the  advice,  and 
oblige  themfelves  to  the  confent  of  Agents  of  another 
Kingdome,  who  have  caft  off  their  Allegiance,  and 
united  themfelves  together  againft  their  naturall  and 
native  King,  and  againft  the  Lawes  of  both  Kingdomes, 
and  have  given  an  ample  teftimony  to  all  thofe  they 
have  mifled,  how  farrethey  are  from  fubmittingor  in- 
tending to  be  governed  by  Parliament  ,  or  by  thofe  who 
would  yet  be  thought  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  by 
joyning  foure  Scotchmen  ( Agentsfor  that  Rebellious  Ar- 
my which  hath  invaded  this  Kingdom)  in  equall  power 
and  authority  with  feven  Lords  and  foureteen  Commons, 
by  whoft  folc  and  uncontrolled  managcry  and confent,all 
bufineffe  of  Peace  and  Warre,  which  do  or  may  concerne 
this  languifliing  Kingdom ,  muft  be  governed.  And  yet 
thefe  men  take  it  very  Hay  nonfly,  thatHfeMajefly  fliould 
move  them  in  order  to  Peace  ,  to  agree  rhat  all  the  Mem- 
bers of  both  Houfes  may  fecurely  meet  in  a  full  and  free 
Convention  of  Parliamentjbecaule  (they  fay)  from  thence 
no  other  conclusion can  be  made,  But  that  this  pre  font  Parli- 
ament is  not  afuti  mr  free  Convention ,  and  that  to  make  it 
fuch  the  presence  of  a*  u  necejfary.  We  muft  appeale  to  all 
the  World ,  whether  in  truth  that  conclufion  be  not  very 
apparent  from  thetruth  of  their  proceedings,  and  even  to 
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the  Conferences  of  thelc  men  thcmfelves;  whether  whilft 
wc  were  amongft  them ,  we  enjoyed  that  liberty  and  free- 
dom  which  was  dueto  us-  and  whether  (iftherewereno 
danger  or  breach  of  duty  in  being  willingly  and  conftant- 
Jvprefent  where  Anions  of  Tieafon  arc  Plotted  and  con- 
eluded  )  wc  could  now  be  with  them  without  engageing 
our  felues  in  that  Covenant,which as  it  takes  away  all  free- 
dom and  liberty  ot  Councell ,  (o  cannot  be  taken  without 
the  violation  of  our  duty  and  Allegiance.  Fcrthedcfcr- 
ting  the  great  truft  rcpofed  in  us,  we  cannot  with  the 
kail  colour  beaccu(ed;we  wi(h  it  had  not  been,  or  were 
not  now  broken  on4  their  parts,  on  ours  we  are  lure  it  is 
not5  except  obfervation  of  our  Oathes  lawfully  taken  and 
enjoy  ned,and  fubmiffion  to  the  known  eftablifhed  Lawes 
of  the  Land,the  prefer  vation  or  which  is  our  greateft  truft, 
betodefertthe  Truft  repofed  in  us:  What  they  have 
done,  who  have  broken  through  all  thefe,  and  will  not  at 
iaft  confent  to  the  binding  up  the  wounds  they  have 
made,  we  muft  leave  to  the  world  to  judge.  In  the  mean 
time,iince  'tis  apparent  they  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavour* 
to  make  Peace  impoffible,  and  ( having  enriched  them- 
ftlves  by  thefc  publique  Calamities',  and  impoveriftied 
their  Countrey  by  the  tranfportation  of  the  wealth  there- 
of into  Forraigne  Parts )  have  left  tticmfelvcs  no  other 
meanes  to  repay  thofe  vaft  Summesthey  have  extorted 
from  the  People  upon  that  they  call  Publique  Faith, 
but  out  of  the  Eftatcs  of  thofe  who  have  preferred 
their  duty  and  Loyalty  entire,  and  at  the  prize  of  their 
Religion  and  Lawes  intend  toeftablifh  a  Government 
and  Empire  to  themfelves,  all  good  men  whodefire 
Peace  will  joyne  with  us  in  the  fuppreffing  thefe  Enemies 
of  Peace,  and  by  a  Refolutc  and  unanimous  Declaration 
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of  themfelvcs,  rife  as  one  Man  in  the  affiftanceof  His 
Majefty,  with  their  Pcrfons and  their  Fortunes,  which 
is  the  onelymeanes,  with  Gods  bkffingjto  reftoreand 
prefervetheReligion,Lawesand  Liberties  of  the  King- 
dome,  and  the  very  being  ot  Parliaments;  the  which  if 
thefe  men  have  any  mind  to  doe  (it  being  not  fo  eafily 
to  be  done  any  other  way)  they  will  at  laft  be  willing, 
that  all  the  Members  of  both  Houfes  may  meetin 
a  full  and  free  Convention  of  Parliament, 
which  we  have  alway es  defired, 
and  fliall  be  alwayes  rea- 
dy to  doc.  • 
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Meflage  to  both  Houfes, 

I  2.  1643. 

CONCERNING    DISBAN  DING 

of  both  Armies,and  His  Majesties 
returne  to  both  Houfes  ^/Parliament. 
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s><$&<*2&  O  fhow  to  the  whole  World 
how  earneftly  His  Majefty 
longs  for  Peace  s  and  that  no 
fucceflfefliall  make  him  defire 
the  continuance  of  His  Army 
•  to  any  other  cud ,  or  for  any 
longer  time  then  that,  and  untill  things  may  be 
fo  f  etled,  as  that  the  Law  may  have  a  full,  free, 
and  uninterrupted  courle ,  for  the  defence  and 
prefervation  of  the  Rights  of  His  Majefty,  both 
Houfes,  and  His  good  Subjects. 

i.  Asfoonas  His  Majefty  is  fatisfied  in  His 
fir  ft  Propofition  concerning  His  own  Revenue^ 
Magazines,  Ships  ,and  Forts,in  which  Hedefires 
nothing  but  that  the  Juft,  Known,Legall  Rights 
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of  His  Majefty  ( devolved  to  Him  from  His  pro- 
genitors )  and  of  the  Perfonstr lifted,  by  Him, 
which  hath  violently  been  taken  from  both,  be 
reftored unto  Him  and:  unto  them  ,  unlefle  any 
Iuft  and  Legall  exceptions  againft  any  of  the  Per- 
fons  trufted  by  Him  (which  are  yet  unknown 
i$  His  Majefty)  can  be  made  appear e  to  Him. 

2.  Asfoonasallthe  Members  of  both  Hon? 
fesfliallbe  reftoredtothe  fame  capacity  of  fit- 
ting  and  Voting  in  Parliament,  as  they  had  upon . 
the  firft  of  January,  1641.  the  fame  of  right  be- 
longing unco  them  by  their  Birth-Rights,  and 
the  free  Eledion  of  thofe  that  fent  them,  and  ha- 

ngbeen  Voted  from  them  for  adhering  to  His 
"Majefty  in  thefe  diffractions.  His  Majefty  nodn- 
tendmgthat  this  fhould  extend  either  to  the  Bi- 
fiiops,  whofc  Votes  have  been  taken  away  by 
Bill,ortofuch  in  whole  places  upon  new  Writs 
new  Elections  have  been  made. 

3.  As  foon  as  Jhlis  Majefty  and  both  Houles 
may  be  (ecured  from  (uch  tumultuous  Aflem- 
blies,as  to  the  great  breach  of  the  Priviledges, 
and  the  high  diflforiour  of  Parliaments,havefor- 
merlvaffemblcd  about  both  Houfes,  and  awed 
the  Members  of  the  lame,  and  occafioned  two 
leverall  complaints  from  the  Lords  Houfe,  and 
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two  (everalldefiresofthat  Houfctothe  Houfeof 
Commons,  to  joyne  in  a  Declaration  againft 
them,  the  complying  with  which  dcfire,might 
have  prevented  all  thefe  miferablediftra&ion* 
which  have  enfued.  Which  fecurity  His  Maje- 
fty conceives  can  be  only  fetled  by  adjourning 
the  Parliament  to  foftie  other  place,  at  the  leaft 
twenty  miles  from  London,  the  choyce  of  which 
His  Majefty  leaves  to  both  Houfes . 

His  Majefty  will  moft  cheerfully  and  readily 
conient  that  both  Armies  be  immediatly  disban- 
ded, and  give  a  prefent  meeting  to  both  His  Hou- 
fes of  Parliament  at  the  time  and  place*  at  and  to 
which  the  Parliament  fhall  be  agreed  to  be  ad- 
journed. 

His  Majefty  being  moft  confident,  that  the 
Law  will  then  recover  the  due  credit  and  efti- 
mation,  and  that  upon  a  free  debate  in  a  full  and 
peaceable  convention  of  Parliamenc,(iich  provi- 
fions  will  be  made  againft  fedkious  Preaching 
and  Printing  againft  His  Majefty  i  and  the  efta- 
bhflhed  Lawes,which  hath  been  one  ofthe  chief 
caufesofthe  prefent  diftraftionsj  and  (uchcare 
will  be  taken  concerning  the  Legall  and  known 
Rights  of  His  Majefty*  and  the  Property  and  Li- 
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berty  of  His  Subje£te7  that  whatfoever  hath  been 
publifhed  or  done  in  or  by  colour  of  any  illegal!* 
Declaration,  Ordinance,or  Order  of  one  or  both 
Hou(es,or  any  Committee  of  either  of  them,and 
particularly  thepowcr  to  raife  Armes  without 
HisMajefties  confent,  will  be  ki  lueh  manner 
recalled,  difclaimed  and  provided  agaii>ft,  that 
no  ieed  will  remain  for  the  like  tofpring  out  of 
for  the  future,  to  difturbe  the  Peace  of  theKing- 
dom,  and  to  endanger  the  very  being  of  it. 

And  in  fuch  a  convention  His  Ma jefty  is  relol- 
vedby  Hisreadineffeto  Confent  to  whatfoever 
(hall  be  propofed  to  Him  by  Bill  for  the  Real! 
good  ofHis  Subje<5ls,  (  and  particularly  for  the 
better rdifcovery  and  fpeedier  convi&ion  of  Re- 
cufants,for  the  Education  of  the  Children  ofPa- 
pifts  by  Proteftants  in  theProteftant  Religion, 
for  the  prevention  of  pra&ices  of  Papifts  againfl 
the  State,  and  the  due  execution  of  the  Lawes> 
and  true  levying  of  the  penalties  againft  them )  to 
make  known  to  allthe  World,  how  caufeleffe 
thole  feares  and  jealoufies  have  been ,  which 
have  been  railed  againft  Him,  and  by  thatfo  di^ 
ftra&ed  this  miferable  Kingdome.  And  if  this 
offer  of  His  Majcfty  be  not  confented  to,  ( in 
which  He  askw  npthingfor  which  there  lis  not 
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apparant  JufticeonHis  fide,and  in  which  He 
deferres  many  things  highly  concerning  both 
Himfelfeand  People,  tilla  full  and  Peaceable 
Convention  Parliament,of  which  in  Iuftice  He 
might  now  require)  His  Majeftyis  confident 
that  it  will  then  appeare  to  all  the  World*  not  on- 
ly who  is  mod  defirous  of  Peace,  and  whole 
fault  ic  is  that  both  Armies  are  not  now  disban- 
ded, but  who  have  been  the  true  andfirft  caufe 
that  this  Peace  was  ever  interrupted,or  thefc  Ar- 
mies raifed •  and  the  beginning  or  continuance 
of  the  Warre,  and  the  deftrudtion  and  dcfolation 
of  this  poor  Kingdom(whichis  too  likely  to  en- 
fuej  will  not,  by  the  moft  interefled,  paffi- 
onate  or  prejudicate  Perfon,  be 
imputed  to  His  Majefty. 


HIS    M  A1EST1ES 

MESSAGE   TO  BOTH 
Houfes  May  19.  inpurfuance 
of  the  foregoing  Meftage. 

I N  C  E  His  Majefties  Meflage  of 
the  twelfth  of  ApriH  ( in  which 
dgf3f^  He  conceived  He  had  made  fuch 
V-7.  an  Overture  for  the  immediat 
Dilbanding  of  all  Armies ,  and 
ZMt^~Mp>m  Compofure  of  theic  prefentmi- 
fcrable  diftra&ions  5  by  a  full  and  free  convention 
in  Parliament  >  that  a  perfect  and  feried  Peace 
would  have  enfued  )  hath  mall  this  time  (  above 
a  full  Moneth  )  procured  no  Anfwer  from  both 
Houfes,  His  Majefty  might  well  believe  Himfelfe 
abfolved  before  God  and  Man ,  from  the  leaft  pof- 
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fiblc  Charge  of  not  haviiV  ufed  His  utmoft  ende** 
vour  for  Peace  .  yet  wnln  He  confiders  that  rhe 
Scene  of  all  this  Calamity  is  in  the  Bowclls  of  His 
ownKingdom,  that  all  the  Blood  which  is  fpilt 
is  of  His  own  Subjects  \  and  that  what  vi&ory  fo- 
ever  it  fliall  pleafe  God  to  give  Him,  muft  be  over 
thofe  who  ought  not  to  have  lifted  up  their  hands 
againft  Hira;  When  He  confiders  that  thefe  delpe- 
ratecivillDiflentions  may  encourage  and  invite  a 
forraigne  Enemy  to  make  a  Prey  of  the  whole 
Nation  ;  That  Ireland  is  inprefentdangertobe 
totally  loft;  That  the  heavy  judgements  of  God, 
Plague,  Peftilence and  Famine,  will  be  the  inevi- 
table Attendants  of  this  unnaturall  Contention; 
Andthatin  afhorttime,  there  will  be  logenerall 
ahabiteof  uncharitableneffe  and  Cruelcy  contra- 
cted throughout  the  Kingdome  ,  that  even  Peace 
it  felfe  will  not  reftorc  His  People  to  their  old 
Temper  and  Security  ,  His  Majefty  cannotbut 
againe  call  for  an  Anlwer  to  that  His*  MefTage, 
which  gives  lo  faireaRife,  to  end  thele  unnatu- 
rall Diftra&ions.  AndHis  Majefty  doth  this  with 
the  more  earneftnefte,  becauie  He  doubts  not  the 
condition  of  His  Armies  in  feverall  parts  ,  His*, 
ftrengthofHorfe,  Foot  and  Artillery,  His  Plenty- 


of  Ammunition  ( whirfi  fome  men  lately  might 
conceive  he  wanted)  isfo  well  known  and  under- 
ftood  3  that  it  muft  be  confeffed5that  nothing  but 
the  tendernefle  and  Love  to  His  People,  and  thofe 
Chriftian  Imprefsions  which  alwayes  have ,  and 
He  hopes  alwayes  (hall  dwell  in  His  Heart  ,  could 
move  Him  once  more  to  hazard  a  Ref  ulail.  And 
He  Requires  them  as  they  will  anfwer  to  God,  to 
Himfelfc,  and  alt  tbe  World  ,  That  they  will  no 
longer  fufifer  their  fellow  Subjects  to  welter  in 
each  others  Blood ;  That  they  will  remember  by 
whole  Authority, and  to  what  end  they  met  in  that 
Councelhand  fend  inch  an  Anfwer  to  His  Majtfty 
as  may  open  a  Doorc  to  let  in  a  firme  Peace  and 
Security  to  the  whole  Kingdomc  If  His  Majcfty 
(hall  againe  be  difappointed  of  His  Intentions 
herein,the  Blood,  Rapine  and  Diftradtion,  which 
muft  follow  in  England  and  Ireland  ,  will  be  caft 
upon  the  Accomptof  thofe  who  are  deafe  to  the 
motion  of  Peace  and  Accommodation. 


F  18  1$. 


I 

I 

111 


i 


